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Belhesda, June 26, 1950
Dezr Pop and Pubty,

A dark, murky pall of anti-climax hovers about the

rouse. Abuelito 1s gone, Futty 18 gone, Leslyn is gone, Uncle

Jcrn 1s gone, Feedee 18 gone, Betsey 1s gons, Coit 1s gone, even
Suzy Straub has gone to Califorrnia. I can Oniy hope that Laur-
erce doesn't feel the same melancheoly as 1 do. I miss the charme
tnz hubbub of having Leslyn around particularly today. I really
enjoyed having her here, althougn naturally there was a Dit more
work involved, But Laurence &and she had such Intensely hnaguy

times tozether,{and it must be admitted also some fairly intense
gsquabbles, )that life seemed wnusually vivid, lLeslyn away from
Peedee ie o remarkably good ehild, well adjusted, Iindependent,
willing to share, able to glve way with the natural minimunm of
rroctestis. 3he reminded me cf Betsey ln all thils, and you know

I cansider Betsey as good 2 child to have arcund as it 1s posse
irle to Tind amon: fivee~year-olds. Leslyn is wonderfully, flatiere
ingly arfectionaté, to add to her other virtues, and won Willlam's
neart in two shakes of a 1ldxb's tail by the simple expedient of
running out to him whenever he came home, shouting "Daddy! Daddyl"
and showering him with kisses and huge., Absolutely lrrésistible. .
.8he called me wother, and wormed her way into my affsctionc by

the same Ingenuocus wiles. Her grammar 1s gquite poor, her vocabe

wlary suffers in comparison with laurence's, and she seems to

be set on establiehing bad eating habits such as leedee has, but
my, what a clever littls thing for making you love her! John and
Mre. Cruikshank thinks she doean't eat encugh at neal times, and
have been apparently feeding her tco much (in my cpinion) in be=
tween meals, with the result that she now asks for something to
eat half an nour after breaifast. She eatls just as well as lLaure
ence does at meals, and while that isn't ssying too nuch, neither
does it say that she is starving herself at me2ls, I made it a .
prectice to make her wait t1ll ten thirty and three thirty, and
then 1 would give them each nilk and cockies or fruit. What she
wants 18 candy right after breakfaest and two or three tlmes auain
before the next meal, but since she is rundamentally wlllling to

do. what you ask her to do, she sesttled for the milk, etc. I don't
think she isn't getting enough to eat, John has a large a.petite,
reedee has, and perhaps Mrs, Cruikshank and her children have, dbut
I don’t think Leslyn does, and that's why she appears to them not
tc be eating enough. She eats as much at mealtimes as Zetsey does,
for example, and iz good about finishing what's on her plate with
soms prodding. The spectipe of malnutrition has now entered her life,
end will I hore influence her toward grecn vegetables. She was as
good a8 s0lid all durlng the week she was hers, and made Laurence
look like a particularly i1ll-tempered end selfish lituvle spoiled
brat, but as soon as Peedee appeared on Saturday she changed into
the same kxind of whiney, quarrelsome, tenaclous child that Lauwrence
had occasionally been during the week, Haprily for my peace of mind,
Laurence 4id an about-face himself &g soon as Feedee arrived, and
was hgppily wiliing to take turne, give way, share, and not whine.
I wish there were scme way the two sisters could be apart more often.
1 spoke to John about having Leslyhr come down here again in late
August, after we get back frow our vacation, ,nd he was willing, but
Leslyn said she didn't want to because she wanted to come back to=
morrow instead., That's the sort of thing that gets under your sking
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I'm afraid I may have made an awful mistake in regard
%0 your trunk and the Rallway Bxpress. Put I can explain every-
thing, Judge! When the man came to collect, I was preparing
lunch and the itwo c¢hildren were in one of their less amiable
moods, also 1 had a dollar fifty left in my purse, it was rain=
1 ng hard and locked as if it might all day (have you ever been
in Yeoria, in the rain?) and this nan sald he wanted sixtesn
dollars and something. He would take a check, but my check book
was asthin as ny purse, due to having had to buy that evening
outiit the week before., I couldn't remember to save me what you
had wanted done about the situation, so I finally said, as the
kind man suggested, that hs addrsss yocu in care of Mrs. jutnamx,
that being the only address I then had for you, I hope 1 haven't
caused endless difficuitiesg and that you will forget my irrespon=
8ilbility as well as forgliving it. I shall make a detirmined effxt
Yo do better in the future.

10 my surprise and @slight the Yoreign Service Journal
kindly pub ished my "welli Stuffed Shirt", end now i am expecting
a lovely check to arrive in the mail any day. Then 1 shall see
about a mirrer for the hell and & piastic swimning peol for Laure
ence.,

«lso to cur surprise and delight all of wil:lam's salary
ingreases were approved, and maybe we can start living within

our income, We are awalting hopefully the first fattened paycheck,
8tili, but while there's Life there's hore, - i '
Planetss was topic 4, B, and Z over the weekend. John

arriyea by ear with Peedee in the afternoon and thers It bejiane
I had told Vitginis Davis about it, and with her great interest
in things psychological, she was fascinated, he in turn had told
ner former anaiyst and great friend Elenid Kotehnig about iv, ad
“lenld had said she wouid ilke %o zeet John, because a good griend
and gollegue of hers (thls 1s really vecoming 1nvolved:g had be=
come 80 interest<d he had gone up %o ~lizaceth to take ths §5C0
course for professional psychologlsts ets, So wWhen Virginia cailed
to tell me she would like to come and call Sunosy miong with Elen-
id, I invited them to dinner Saturday nigat instead. AsS usual on
occaslons wnen no one pays the slightest attention snd it could
have been canned Baked beans, my souffle was unusuelly upstanding
and the molded salad savistractory to a well-peasoned degree, John,
Elenid, and Virginia had a fine discussion and stayed till one
thirty in the morning, I think it was. I counted up to yawn number
ten and then got my second wind, Since I have now finished Ron
Hubbard's bock "Dianetics" scme of the conversation was necessarily
repatitive as far as 1 was concemed, but it was interesting to
hear John and a professicnal Jungian bat it about with each other,
As far as Dianetics wo mrying Peedee and Leslyn, I should say it
wopries them about as much as a hallstorm worries a rock, and John
doean't try anything on them I would be afraild {o have him try on
Laurence John, when they fall or btbherwise hurst themselves he has
then repeat the iIncident over and over agaln until they are bored
to deatn with it, bul that jJjust seems like falrly pood sense to me.
They don't mind except for getting bored at the end, and it glves
them & chance to st 3ih their daddy's lap for a while with his en=-
tire attentlion, They both seem fond of Mrs, Cruikanank.

: Mueh love,
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